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A Rambling Letter to a Friend. 


Dear Tom ! aa ug es ie DN 
A M ſorry, that not ſeeing me in fix Months, ſhould make you 
ſo much forget the natural Caution of my Temper, as to be- 
lieve I would, after the late Addreſs, preſume to ſend you any 
= . thing more concerning the Afﬀairs of Parliament, than what you 
' find in the printed Votes. I always thought it pragmartical in 
Men without, to pretend to relate the ſecret Springs and Turns of 
Aﬀairs tranſacted within Doors, I know indeed, that it is the 
Right of all Conſtituents to inſtruQ their Repreſentatives as far as con- 
cerns their particular Intereſts ; but the Repreſentatives are not obliged 
to conſult their EleQors, and much leſs other People, upon the Com- 
mon Good of the whole Republick, unleſs where Fundamental Altera- 
tions are conſider'd : and I believe many ſagacious'Members are of O- 
pinion, that our Curioſity ought to be abundantly ſatisfy*d with what 
they have ordered their Speaker to publiſh to the World, ill by their 
Debates they have matur'd their Propoſitions into Acts _ 

But, Tom, tho I will not meddle with the Buſineſs of the Senate- 
Houſe, I will, becauſe you ſay you love to read my Scribbles, ſet you 
down ſhort Narratives of ſome Converſation I have met with. | 

.T have met: with ſtrange Men, who yer plead for Exciſes; agd it 
is impoſſible to convince them, that, in caſe we had Excifes, the land- 
ed Men would pay all the Reckoning at laſt. Indeed they have been a 
- little ſtruck, when I have rold them that a General Exciſe, artfully 

managed, would ſupply the Want of a Standing Army, and inſenſibly 
regulate Corporations, ”- EE SOR 

I told theni'ws, in the hurry of our Diſcourſe, that perhaps too 
great Impoſitions upon Trade were not fo proper as ſoine imagine : 
for if you load home Commodities with too great Cuſtoms, you hin- 
der their Exportation ; and what is charged upon Foreign Goods, comes 
at length out of the Pockets of the Conſumers, le 

But I will proceed to the next Pack of Politicians, who would ſcarce 
have us eat, drink, or wear, but what is the Produce of our own 
Country. To theſe I have, ſometimes with; and ſometimes without 
ſucceſs, made anſwer: | Es hn | 

That our Riches, the Figure we make in Exrope, our Safety from 
Foreign Invaders, and the Security of our Liberties at Home, do all 
of them depend upon our Trading Abroad. And theſe AſſertionsI have 
endeavoured to make good by ſaying, | 


That particular Perſons may; but a Nation cannot, grow richer by 
Trading only within it ſelf. no 
That we muſt no longer hope to be the Umpires of Exrope, if out 
Wealth ſhould fail us. rn | | I < 
That we cannot breed Seamen, or maintain a Navy (which are the 
Forts and Gariſons of an Iſland) if we entertain not Commerce witli 
other Nations. Hd, H; ee Ei 
That if we had none, or an inſufficient Navy, Standing Forces, which 
might, nay would one time or other, enſlaye us, muſt become indi- 
Een ſpenſibly 


| 2 | Y | 
ſpenſibly neceſſary to preſerve us from being inſulted and invaded by 
our Neighbours ; and conſequently, that if we leave off to be a Trad- 
ing, we muſt reſolve to be a Military Kingdom, and be content with a 
Government proportioned to that State of Things. 

No ſooner had I faid this, but I was asked my Opinion of the Eaft- 
Tzdia Trade ; and was forced to reply, That having never been bred up 
toany Trade, it was hard to examine me concerning the particular Bran- 
ches of it: However I thought long Voyages made able Seamen ; bulky 
Merchant Ships might, 1n caſe of Neceflity, be turn'd into ſmall Men of 
War : and ſince we could by no Sumptuary Laws prohibit the wearing 
them in other Countrys, whatever we might do in our own, 1t was poſ- 
ſibly worth while to conſider, whether we, or our Neighbours, ſhould 
be the Exropean Carriers of the Eaft-Indiay Commodities. However, 
I faid, the Parliament 1s perhaps 1n the right to examine the Quantities 
of Bullion exported by trading to thoſe Parts. 


From hence we fel] into a Diſcourſe concerning Pablick Credit ; and 
I had the impudence to maintain, 

That it muſt, like Ceſar's Wite, not only be chaſte, but unſuſpeQed ; 
and, if the Publick has given a Security,. that can be by Chicanery con- 
teſted, yet the Interpretation muſt lean towards the Intereſt of the Cre- 
ditors of the Community ; for it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that thoſe 
Creditors rather truſted to the Equity and honeſt Meaning of thoſe they 
dealt with, than to their own Judgment and Skill in Conveyances. 

That it is more neceſſary it ſhould be fo in theſe days than ever, be- 
cauſe, as honeſt old Wallop us'd to ſay, War i changed from Fighting into 
Eating, Drinking, and Campaigning : To carry on which new ſort of 
Military Art, Iam ſure Money is the one thing neceſflary. 

That, as in great Conflagrations, becauſe they don't know how or 
where to be repay'd for them,, Men are not willing to let their Houſes 
be blown up till they are overtaken with the Fire : So ina great and ge- 
neral Exigence, Men will rather keep their Money till it be ſeiz'd by the 
Enemy, than lend it to the Publick, if a Nation defeats the Security it 
gives, or does not make good all its ContraQts with private Men. 

That it is more particularly neceſſary for us to be careful of Publick 
Credit at this JunEture, becauſe, tho the Scozs are a neceſſitous, yet the 
are a ſtout and warm People, and we may poſſibly have troubles from 
that Quarter. 

T don't fay this as if I doubted whether we ſhould at long run be too 
hard for them; but our danger from that ſenſible and daring People 
will be greater, and may be more laſting, if Men ſhould be once pof- 
ſe(s'd with an Qpinion, that they can't lend ſecurely on an AQ of Par- 
liament. 

And here I can't but commend to thee, Dear Tom, what the Lords 
have lately done in the Caſe of the Bankers, where, tho they had the 
Opinion of great Men that differ'd, yet they decided according to thoſe 
Arguments which ſeem'd moſt favourable to Pablick Credit. 

Twill tell you another Reaſon, why it is more particularly neceſſary 
to be careful at this JunQure of Pablick Credit, and then conclude ; arid 
that is, Becauſe otherwiſe Men will ſcarce buy Iriþ Lands, tho the 
Parliament makes an ACt for ſelling them. 

Thus I have, to appeaſe you for my not meddling with things above 
me, ſent you my Rambles, with which you may light your Pipe. And 
ſo, Dear Tom, adieu. ay 


— ae . Kendy % 


